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TEAJAN'S TABLET ON THE DANUBE. 



The great rivers of our country certainly occupy a larger space 
than the Danube upon the map of the world ; but they have 
not attaching to them the same interest, either to the inquiries 
of the antiquarian, or the imagiaation of the poet. The Danube 
is rich in historical associations and in romantic legends of the 
past. Napoleon called it the king of European rivers, and it 
well deserves the name. It is the chief river of Germany, and 
is second to none in Europe, save the Yolga. The Danube is 
distinguished from the Rhine by its vasts forests, feathering 
down to the water's edge from the summits of high mountains, 
which confine* the river on both sides ; and iai addition to the 
picturesque ruins of ancient castles, it is diversified with 



alluded to are the long groove or ledge, and the line of square 
holes beneath it, running along the face of the abrupt rock 
which forms the Servian banks. These are the sockets in 
which beams were inserted to support the via Trajana. "Never" 
says one, " did I more strongly feel the greatness of the Roman 
people than when, on sailing doA^Ti the Danube, I first observed 
the traces and comprehended the object to which this work 
was destined." These marks are visible, though not without 
interruption, from Babaceej, below Skela Gladova, but are 
nowhere so conspicuous as at this spot. The old road, doubt- 
less, served as a towing path, but was at the same time 
passable for beasts of burthen. It was nothing more than a 




THE TABLET OP TRAJAN ON THE DANUBE. 



numerous monasteries, palaces in extent and splendour, and 
mighty monuments of ecclesiastical wealth and power. 

That part of the river which meets the traveller, after 
rounding the point crowned with the tripled-towered castle 
of T^Wcz^/«, stretches out in a broad lake-like expanse. The 
white chalk-like cliffs of limestone flanking the entrance to it 
are visible at a great distance. Until the construction of the 
new road all communication along the banks of the river 
ceased here. The new road passes through a defile, blasted for 
it in the limestone. The interest attaching to the- scene is 
increased by the mementos which still remain of old Roman 
glory. The people of the " seven hills " have left their traces 
everywhere, and the '* finger marks," as they are called, on the 
wall for seventeen centuries have been visible. The objects 
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wooden shelf, supported by beams, inserted in the sockets cut 
in the rock. As the river spreads out before old Gradina, the 
rocky wall on the right bank bears an inscription in honour 
of Trajan. The tablet is supported by two winged figures 
with a dolpliin on each side, and is surmoimted by the Roman 
eagle. It has been defaced by time, but the follo^^ing letters 
are still legible : — 

IMP. CAESAIl DIVI. NEE.VAE. F. NERVA 
TRAIANVS. AVG. GERM. PONTIF. MAXIMVS 
TRIE PO. XXX. 

This inscription is generally supposed to have been designed 
in remembrance of the .first Dacian campaign, and the Qon- 
struction of the wonderful road along the Danube. 
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